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Dear President Faust:  

As elected and community leaders of Greater Boston and Massachusetts, we write to urge Harvard University to recognize the right of its 

graduate research and teaching assistants (RAs, TFs and TAs) to choose collective bargaining. 

These employees play a critical role in providing quality teaching and research at Harvard.  By teaching thousands of undergraduates and 

conducting innovative research that helps bring roughly $819 million in grants and contracts to the University each year, RAs and TAs make 

Harvard a world leader academically and make it an important economic engine in Cambridge and Greater Boston. 

With a majority of the workers having chosen HGSU-UAW as their union, they join RAs and TAs at New York University, who now have a 

collective bargaining agreement that has made NYU a more competitive, accessible and inclusive institution, as well as RAs and TAs at more than 

60 major public university campuses who have engaged in collective bargaining for decades including at the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst, Boston and Lowell campuses. 

Out of respect for the important work RAs and TAs provide at Harvard and for the democratic process, we urge the Harvard administration to 

recognize their right to collective bargaining and publicly commit to the following: 

• Harvard will refrain from any legal or other actions that would delay graduate employees’ right to choose collective bargaining; 

• Harvard will ensure a free and fair election on unionization by refraining from any effort to influence RAs and TAs in their decision to vote 

yes or no for HGSU-UAW; and 

• Harvard will commence good-faith negotiations for a contract immediately upon confirmation of a majority vote by RAs and TAs in favor 

of HGSU-UAW as their union. 

Steven A. Tolman, President 
Louis Mandarini, Jr., Secretary Treasurer 

Rich Rogers 

Jeff Bollen 

Frank Callahan 

Edward Kelly 

Barbara Madeloni 

Veronica Turner 

Art Motta, Organizing Director Student Union Assembly 

John Ashton, Board of Directors United States Student Association 

Gabrielle Hanley, Community Labor Liaison United States Student 

Association 

Zachary Dove, Co-Chair Student Labor Action Project of WWU 

Erika Civitarese, Core Team Leader UMass Amherst Student Labor 

Action Project 

Ofelia Sanchez, President SLAP at UCF 

Lindsey McCarron, UVM Chapter Student Labor Action Project 

Beth Huang, Project Coordinator National Student Labor Action 

Project (SLAP) 

Ture Richard Turnbull, Director Mass Care 

Russ Davis, Executive Director Massachusetts Jobs with Justice 

Wayne Lencer, Professor Pediatrics HMS 

Paul Drake, Director Massachusetts Interfaith Worker Justice 

Hanon McShea, Organizer Student Labor Action Movement 

Jonathan Galla, Student Labor Action Movement 

Austin Mueller, Student Labor Action Movement 

Charity Barros, Student Labor Action Movement 

Rachel Sandalow-Ash, Student Labor Action Movement 

Robert Erikson, Student Labor Action Movement 

Gabriel Hodgkin, Student Labor Action Movement 

Farris Peale, Student Labor Action Movement 

Lindsey Claus, Student Labor Action Movement 

Grace Evans, Student Labor Action Movement 

Boston Metro Area Local 100, APWU, AFL-CIO 

Donna Kelly-Williams, President MNA 

Julian Rauter, Student Labor Action Movement 

Nawal Arjini, Student Labor Action Movement 

Anwar Omeish, Student Labor Action Movement 

Alex Chen, Student Labor Action Movement 

Itzel Vasquez-Rodriguez, Student Labor Action Movement 

Kareli Osorio, Student Labor Action Movement 

Christian Cordova, Student Labor Action Movement 

Sam Heller, Student Labor Action Movement 

Henry Gomory, Student Labor Action Movement 

Grace Evans, Student Labor Action Movement 

Filipe de Carvalho, New England Regional Chair United States Student 

Association 

Alex Kelley, Student Labor Action Movement 

Marjan Kris Abubo, Golden Pacific Regional Vice Chair United States 

Student Association 

Robert Losi, National Postal Mail Handlers Union 

Stephen Lukosus, APWU 

Barbara Madeloni, President MTA 

William McLaughlin, IUOE Local 4 

Gerry Mills, AFSCME Locak 1703 

Susan Moir, Pride@Work 

Brian Morrison, President Berkshire CLC 

Charles Owen, AFSCME Council 93 

Ron Patenaude, President Franklin/Hampshire Labor Council 

Mynor Perez, UBC 

Julie Pinkham, Executive Director MNA 

Jim Pinkham, Plymouth/Bristol CLC 

Bridgett Quinn, SEIU Local 509 

Chester A. Richardson, AFSCME 

Frank Rigiero, APWU 

James P. Riley, UFCW Local 328 

Cythnia Rodrigues, Greater Southeastern MA Labor Council 

Michael J. Simpson, AFSCME Local 419 

Khalida Smalls, District Coordinator Strategic Partnership 23BJ SEIU 

Tim Sullivan, Brockton Education Association 

Al Vega, MASSCOSH 

Janelle Quartes, U Mass Boston 

Terry Gist, President Cambridge Education Association 

Patrick Burke 

Russ Davis, Executive Director Mass Jobs with Justice 

Ture Richard Turnball, Director Mass Care 

Beth Huang, Project Coordinator National Student Labor Action Project  

Naima Drecker-Waxman, Organization Leadership Divest Harvard 

Aryt Alasti, Security Officer Securitas 

Harry J. Brett, UAPP Local 12 

Fiore Grassetti, President Pioneer Valley AFL-CIO 

Craig A. Pinkham, Secretary-Treasurer UWUA Local 369 

James R. Allen, U Mass Boston 

Francis C. Boudrow, Business Manager / Financial Secretary 

International Association of Insulators and Allied Workers Local 6 

Robert Bower, Special Advisor, Workforce Development MA AFL-CIO 

Roger P. Brunelle, Jr, Political Director IUPAT D.C. 35 

Joseph P. Carlson, USW/Central MA AFL-CIO 

George T. Casey, SMART Transportation Div. 

Jeff Crosby, President North Shore CLC 

Willie Desnoyers, Chair UAW MA CAP 

Gerard Dhooge, Seafarers International Union 

Edward Doherty, Massachusetts AFT 

John P. Dumas, Business Manager IBEW Local 103 

Mark Erlich, New England Regional Council of Carpenters 

Carolyn Federoff, Vice President AFGE/MA AFL-CIO 

Stephen J. Finnigan, USW 

Thomas Flynn, SEIU/NAGE 

James Foley, Business Rep. District 15 International Association of 

Machinists and Aerospace Workers 

Peter Gibbons, Sprinklerfitters Local 550 

Colleen A. Glynn, Business Manager IATSE Local 11 

Joyce M. Harvey, SEIU - Local 509 

Scott M. Hoffman, General President and Arbitration Advocate 

Brian Kenny, IBEW 455 

Ross Kiely, V.P. UFCW Local 1459 

Brian Lang, President Local 24 UNITE HERE 

Louis Mandarini, Jr., President 
Rich Rogers, Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

Darlene Lombos, Vice President 

Lindsay McCluskey, Council Organizer 

Michelle Wu, President at Large 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern 

Dennis J. Carlone 

Leland Cheung 

Jan Devereux 

Craig A. Kelley 

David P. Maher 

Nadeem A. Mazen 

Timothy J. Toomey, Jr. 


